SUNDAY LUNCH MENU

DINING ROOM

Sample menu
12.30 pm – 2.30 pm

HISTORY OF OAKLEY COURT

Remarkably little is known about the property despite the fact that it was built over 130 years ago. Oakley Court is situated along a stretch of the Thames known as Water Oakley.  It was first shown on maps around 1800 and the name ‘Oakley’ is derived from the Old English ‘ac-leah’ which translated is a clearing in an Oak Wood.

The Court was originally built in 1859 for Sir Richard Hall Say who married Ellen Evans of Boveney Court, Bucks in 1857.  He was appointed High Sheriff of Berkshire in 1864 and Justice of the Peace in 1865.  In 1874 Oakley Court was sold to Lord Otto Fitzgerald, then to a John Lewis Phipps and in 1900 to Sir William Avery of Avery Scales.  In 1919 Mr Ernest Olivier purchased the property together with 50 acres of Berkshire woodland for the sum of £27,000.00.  He was a very eccentric character who frequently entertained foreign diplomats and as a courteous gesture flew the flag of the nation they represented on the original flagpole, which still stands today.  It is believed that the Court was used during the last war as the English headquarters for the French Resistance and President De Gaulle is reputed to have stayed in one of the Mansion bedrooms.

In 1955, Bray Studios moved to Down Place just next door to Oakley Court.  After Mr Olivier’s’ death in 1965 the Court lay uninhabited.  For the next 14 years it became an ideal setting for many of the films made by Southern Pictures.  During this period some 200 films were made in and around the property, most notable were the St. Tinian’s series, The Rocky Horror show, Half a Sixpence starring Tommy Steele, Murder by Death, starring Peter Sellers and perhaps most famous of all were the Hammer House Productions, notably Dracula.  When the Dracula films were made at Oakley Court directors obtained an eerie effect by using candles to light the entire Court.

In 1979 conversion began, wherever possible, the furniture and plaster were restored and this is particularly noticeable in the Drawing Room and The Library.  Two extensions were built onto the Mansion, The Riverside and Garden Wings.  Today these house 88 of our bedrooms, although there are 8 carefully restored suites in the main Mansion itself.  
On 7th November 1981, after 2 years of renovation and the sum of £5 million spent on the property, Oakley Court opened its doors as a hotel.

In June 1997, a third wing was added known as “The Courtyard Wing” with an additional 22 air conditioned bedrooms and a Health and Fitness Club consisting of a Swimming Pool, Spa, Sauna, Steam Room, Solarium, Gym, Beauty Treatment Rooms plus 2 Tennis Courts and a 9 hole golf course.  1999 saw the launch of The Boathouse – a brand new purpose built meeting room for 25 people on the banks of the River Thames itself.  Now with its former splendour and beautiful setting of 35 acres of landscaped gardens on the banks of the Thames, Oakley Court ranks as one of the outstanding hotels of this country.

Some of our dishes may contain nut traces, dairy products, yeast, maize, eggs and other standard additives.  Please ask if you require details of any ingredients used.  If you have a food allergy, please notify your server before you order so that we can arrange with our Chefs for a suitable alternative.

                         £27.95per person

                       Children under 5 eat free

        Children under 12 receive a 50% reduction

                         Service Not Included.  All Prices inclusive of VAT @20%                             

                   Sunday Lunch Menu
           Please place your Starter order from the following: 

       Starters

                 Soup

                  Caramelised onion soup with rarebit glaze
                   Ham

                   Braised ham pressing with piccalilli

                   Crisp sourdough

                                                                     Salmon
                      Scottish smoked salmon with crème fraiche and pickles
                        Beetroot

                      Heritage beetroot and goats curd

                        With balsamic marshmallow
                                                                *****

         Please help yourself from the Carvery for Main Course

                  *****

               Please place your Dessert order from the following:


          Desserts

                        Vanilla
                         Baked vanilla cheesecake with
                    Summer berries and clotted cream
                        Chocolate

                           Milk chocolate and hazelnut parfait
                     With baileys ice cream

                         Strawberry

                       Macerated strawberries with vanilla 
                                      Meringue and strawberry crisp and powder

                        Pineapple

                                      Roast pineapple pannacotta with coconut 
                                                                                      white rum syrup
